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Pennsylvania Core Standards 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What are Academic Standards? 

 Academic standards are statements of what students are expected to know and be able to 

do at specific grade levels. 

 Standards focus on essential concepts, knowledge, and skills necessary for students to 

succeed and are designed to increase student achievement. 

 On July 1, 2010, the State Board of Education adopted improved standards in Math and 

English to replace the original standards adopted in 1999.  The standards are based on 

the Common Core initiative. 

What are Core Standards? 

 The Core Standards provide: 

 Clear, understandable and consistent standards for all states to consider when 

developing their state-specific standards for Math and English; 

 Evidence-based rigorous content;  

 Standards aligned with college and career readiness. 

What are Pennsylvania Core Standards? 

 Although the State Board of Education already adopted improved standards for Math and 

English in 2010, the Board is in the process of amending the regulations to further 

improve these standards and tailor them even more to Pennsylvania’s specific educational 

needs.  This process resulted in Pennsylvania Core Standards. 

Why do we need educational standards? 

 We need educational standards to ensure that all students, no matter where they live, are 

prepared for success in postsecondary education and the workforce.  Core standards will 

help ensure that students are receiving a high quality education consistently, from school 

to school and state to state.  Core standards will provide a greater opportunity to share 

experiences and best practices within and across sates that will improve our ability to best 

serve the needs of students. 

 Standards do not tell teachers how to teach, but they do help teachers identify the 

knowledge and skills their students should have so that teachers can create the best 

lessons and environments for their classrooms.  Standards also help students and parents 

by setting clear and realistic goals for success.  Standards are a first step – a key building 

block – in providing our young people with a high-quality education that will prepare 

them for success in college and work.  Of course, standards are not the only things that 

are needed for our children’s success, but they provide an accessible roadmap for our 

teachers, parents, and students. 



 

Will more standards mean more tests? 

 No. Having one set of standards will make it easier for states to combine information and 

resources to develop a shared set of high-quality tests to better evaluate student progress.  

These test results and data assist and guide teachers in planning instruction to meet 

students’ needs.  

Why are the Core State Standards for just English-Language Arts and Math? 

 English-Language Arts and Math were the first subjects chosen for the core state 

standards because these two subjects are skills, upon which students build skill sets in 

other subject areas.   

How does Southern use the standardized testing data? 

 The School District uses the results of the standardized testing to assist in curriculum 

modifications. 

 Teachers use the data to identify strengths and weaknesses and to differentiate instruction 

for individual students.  

Facts from the Pennsylvania Department of Education: 

 Pennsylvania Core Standards are not curriculum.  They are a set of goals and 

expectations for the necessary knowledge and skills that will help our students succeed.  

State officials, local teachers, principals, superintendents, and others still decide how the 

standards will be met.  Local school districts have complete control over what curriculum 

to use to meet the standards.  In short, Pennsylvania teachers and administrators are still 

in charge of curriculum used in their classrooms. 

 Pennsylvania Core Standards do not mandate a reading list.  The new state standards 

recommend a wide range of texts, but specific curriculum and choices of reading 

materials remain a local decision. 

 The regulations adopted in Pennsylvania in 2010, and any subsequent regulations under 

consideration, do not involve a national test.  Pennsylvania students are not being asked 

to take a national test.     

Facts from Southern York County School District: 

 The Southern York County School District will continue to use student Pennsylvania 

System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Keystone data results to differentiate 

instruction to meet student needs, make curriculum decisions, and identify strengths and 

areas of improvement.  

 The Southern York County School District staff will continue to differentiate instruction 

to assist all students in meeting their individual potential. 

 The Southern York County School District will continue to prepare all students with the 

life and academic skills necessary to be college or career ready. 


